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Opponents of forced council amalgamations are continuing to push for a wholesale 
reversal of the policy despite signs the Berejiklian government is considering giving 
some ground on the issue. 

However, a meeting of the Liberal party room on Tuesday heard strong support from 
some MPs for the government not to back down or abandon the contentious policy, 
with discussion focused on the difficulty and financial cost of unravelling already 
merged councils. 

 

Understanding council mergers 

In May 2016 the NSW State Government announced the forced amalgamation of 
more than 40 local councils into 19 new councils, but what are the legalities of this 
contentious issue? 

 

During the three-hour meeting Gladys Berejiklian emphasised she was a 
consultative premier who was listening, including on the issue of council 
amalgamations. 



The "overwhelming view" from MPs who spoke on the issue was to "stay the course" 
on the government's agenda, according to multiple sources present at the meeting. 

 
 
NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian may be preparing to give ground on the council 
amalgamation issue, but the government will likely still have a fight on its hands from 
anti-merger critics.  Photo: Daniel Munoz 
 
Among those who spoke against a retreat was Coogee MP Bruce Notley-Smith who 
said: "Turkeys don't vote for Christmas". 

But several MPs also expressed concerns about the impact of the issue in their local 
area.  Cabinet is expected to consider the government's position on Thursday. 

Fairfax Media last week reported that Ms Berejiklian has been considering  
plebiscites for the 11 pending mergers across NSW that have been embroiled in 
legal challenges. 

It followed a vow by Nationals leader John Barilaro to abandon pending local 
government mergers in the bush that are being challenged in the courts. 

Save Our Councils Coalition, which has spearheaded community backlash to the 
mergers, met new Local Government Minister Gabrielle Upton on Monday. 

But spokesman Phill Jenkyn said the group conveyed their position that the 11 
pending mergers be immediately abandoned, and for the 20 new councils to be de-
merged. 

He said the 40-minute meeting was "constructive and respectful", but included the 
ultimatum that "there will be an ever-increasing campaign against the government" 
should it not heed their approach. 



"They will find out the result by the ballot box," Mr Jenkyn said, adding that the group 
had committed to campaigning heavily around the North Shore by-election, triggered 
by the resignation of Jillian Skinner. 

The group also strongly rejected the option of plebiscites in communities where the 
merger proposals are pending, further complicating any attempt by the government 
to walk back the policy with minimal backlash. 

He said the plebiscites made "no political sense" and the proposals must be "taken 
off the table straight away". 

"That must be the first thing the government decides." 

The group's position has been supported by the Greens, which committed to working 
with the government on a legislative package that would allow for the complete 
dismantling of the amalgamations policy. 

In a letter delivered to Ms Berejiklian on Tuesday, Greens MP David Shoebridge 
promised the party would support legislation to withdraw the government from the 
pending mergers, de-amalgamate the 20 new councils, and instate a legislative 
requirement that all future amalgamations be subject to a binding plebiscite of local 
residents. 

"We give our commitment to support this package unconditionally, with no backroom 
deals or secret arrangements," Mr Shoebridge said. 

"This is a simple and democratic fix to Baird's failed forced amalgamations that can 
be delivered as soon as Parliament returns next week." 

Shadow local government minister Peter Primrose said the issue was "complex" and 
required the resources of government to determine the best way forward, including 
extensive legal advice. 

He said Labor remained opposed to both forced mergers and forced de-mergers, but 
was "happy to work with the government to find a solution". 

"But it must happen quickly, and it must happen fairly." 
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