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BY OUR CIVIC ROUNDSMAN 

By-elections have been called for three seats in the NSW Parliament caused by 
the resignations of the sitting members. 

They are North Shore vacated by former Health Minister Jillian Skinner, Manly 
vacated by former premier Mike Baird and Gosford where the Labor member 
resigned through ill health. 

Election date of Saturday April 8 was announced on Monday. 

 

CLR CAROLYN CORRIGAN the leading Independent candidate speaking at Hunters 
Hill. TWT on-the-spot PHOTO. 

Frontrunner Liberal hopefuls include former Chief of Staff to Planning Minister and 
Lane Cove MP Anthony Roberts, Tim James, who was also electorate officer to Joe 
Hockey and Prime Minister John Howard; former Premier Barry O’Farrell’s Chief of 
Staff Anna McPhee and former President of the NSW Liberal Women’s Council 
Felicity Wilson and marketing consultant Jessica Keen. 

The Labor Party will not run a candidate and The Greens have selected anti-merger 
activist Justin Alick. 

The stand out Independent candidate is Save Our Councils Coalition leader Carolyn 
Corrigan, a Mosman Council councillor who is well known to readers of The Weekly 
Times for her vehement opposition to the forced merger of Hunters Hill, Lane Cove 
and Ryde Councils. 

Her decision to stand was welcomed by Save Hunters Hill Municipality spokesman 
Phil Jenkyn on Monday who said “the Liberals are on the nose”. 



“The North Shore by-election could prove to be a good comparison with the Seat of 
Lane Cove, perhaps even a precedent,” Mr Jenkyn said. 

“We are asking voters to put the Liberals last because the Berejiklian Government 
policy is to destroy local democracy and local communities, do away with local 
councils and create large compliant bureaucracies.“ 

Mr Jenkyn praised Ms Corrigan for her fight to save our local councils. 

“Carolyn Corrigan supports the independence of Hunters Hill, Lane Cove and Ryde 
and believes that councils should remain truly local and there should be no forced 
council amalgamations,” he said. 

“The Save Our Councils Coalition is supportive of quality candidates whose policies 
and those of their party where relevant, accord with its principles. 

“Our supporters will continue this fight to election day and beyond until this 
Government withdraws its hated and despised policy of forced council 
amalgamations.” 

The announcement of April 8 as the date for by-elections in North Shore, Manly and 
Gosford has been criticised by the Save Our Councils Coalition as it coincides with 
the start of the school holidays, when many voters will be away. 

“I can’t help but think it’s a ploy,” spokesman Will Tuck said. 

“A lot of people will not be here and will have departed on the previous day.” 

Mr Tuck said the April 8 date gave a very short lead time into the by-election and 
didn’t give Ms Corrigan much time to campaign against a Liberal candidate. 

 

 

TIM JAMES is a leading candidate for Liberal Party pre-selection meeting tonight. He 
is pictured Sunday with wife Nikki and daughter Chloe. They live in Mosman. Tim 
has a blend of 14 years private sector experience as a lawyer and corporate affairs 
plus nine years political experience as electorate officer for Joe Hockey and Prime 
Minister John  Howard and  Chief of Staff for Lane Cove MP and Minister Anthony 
Roberts. TWT on-the-spot PHOTO. 
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