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 SLIM VOWS TO RETURN IF MERGERS SCRAPPED 

 GLADYS WILL UNWIND COUNCIL AMALGAMATIONS 

PREMIER Gladys Berejiklian is stepping away from plans to scrap already 

established Sydney council mergers but is likely to axe those being held up 

by legal challenges. 

MPs will discuss the issue at a special party room meeting tomorrow, with Local 

Government Minister Gabrielle Upton spending the weekend canvassing Coalition 

MPs and interest groups. She is due to hold further discussions with both sides 

today before reporting to the Premier. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/councils-backflip-a-mess-for-families-salim-mehajer-vows-to-return-if-merger-plans-scrapped/news-story/7d37a4a412d6b6b74fbfaed96c8d395a
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/premier-to-unwind-council-amalgamations-ahead-of-byelections/news-story/550e58d3ab6123ce7409f0d8337d7799


One source said a proposal to hold plebiscites asking ratepayers if they wanted to 

unwind already merged councils in Sydney had been deemed too hard and wasteful, 

with most of the merged authorities having spent a lot of time and money on the tie-

ups. 

The pending mergers that have been held up by legal challenges, which affect 29 

councils, are expected to be dumped. That means the planned merger of Woollahra, 

Waverley and Randwick will be axed along with the merger of part of Ms Berejiklian’s 

local Willoughby Council with North Sydney and Mosman. 

In doing so the government avoids a potential vicious backlash in the looming North 

Shore by-election sparked by former health minister Jillian Skinner’s resignation. 
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A small anti-amalgamation rally was held outside Ms Skinner’s office yesterday, with 

Save Our Councils Coalition spokesman Phil Jenkyn saying: “There are people 

waiting on the north shore with baseball bats and pitchforks. They want to batter the 

government over this at the by-election.” 



Ms Berejiklian said: “There is no change in policy at this stage but I am obviously 

listening to views on the issue.” 

It remains unclear how amalgamations in regional NSW will be affected, with 

Nationals MPs still pushing for already established mergers to be unwound. 

Deputy Premier John Barilaro, who holds his Monaro seat by a small margin, is 

among those said to be demanding that unpopular regional mergers be scrapped, 

including in Orange, where the Nationals were punished in a recent by-election. 

Mr Barilaro’s local Cooma-Monaro council was merged last year and he is likely to 

face a backlash at the next election if the tie-up isn’t undone. 

Meanwhile, the administrator of Sydney’s largest council has moved to head off any 

threat to his newly merged council being axed with an impressive list of savings 

measures. 

Richard Colley took charge of City of Canterbury Bankstown when it merged last 

year and made $3 million in savings in the first six months. He says the authority will 

save another $6 million this year by negotiating new contracts and cutting red tape. 

“I anticipate this is only the start and further savings will be found as we progress 

through this transition period,” Mr Colley told The Daily Telegraph. 

 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/council-amalgamations-scrapped-for-

lgas-in-legal-challenges/news-story/38c38ccd450f499a811c28eb61f6d38d  

 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/council-amalgamations-scrapped-for-lgas-in-legal-challenges/news-story/38c38ccd450f499a811c28eb61f6d38d
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/council-amalgamations-scrapped-for-lgas-in-legal-challenges/news-story/38c38ccd450f499a811c28eb61f6d38d

