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ON FEBRUARY 14, after a period of speculation as to the future of the 
Government’s Council Amalgamation Policy, NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
announced that proposed mergers of Councils in Sydney will still proceed following 
the conclusion of the current legal actions initiated by those affected Councils. 

Only the forced amalgamation of country councils will not proceed. Sadly and 
deceptively, this policy was not presented to the people of NSW at the 2015 State 
election. 

We now know that the NSW Government had plans for this to proceed at that time, 
but as they chose not to reveal this policy position, there is no mandate for the forced 
mergers to proceed. From the outset, our position has been that the people should 
have a direct say in how they are governed, be that by a poll, plebiscite or clearly 
articulated pre-election policy position. 

The NSW Government has chosen not to listen to communities, and has steamrolled 
ahead with this flawed and undemocratic process. The Government has chosen to 
follow the advice of lobby groups, such as the Property Council and the Sydney 
Business Chamber, who represent the commercial interests of their members. 

Whilst Hunters Hill Council is extremely disappointed that the new Premier has 
missed this opportunity to re-engage with communities on the policy of forced 
Council amalgamations, Hunter’s Hill Council is still committed to fighting this 
proposal through the legal process available to us. 

Our next court hearing is likely to take place in early April. 

* * * 



ARE YOU aware that the Lobbying of Government Officials Act 2011 specifically 
excludes local government councillors and officials from the definition of a 
Government Official for the purposes of the operation of this legislation? 

This Act regulates the registration and lobbying activities of those individuals and 
organisations who operate for commercial gain to influence government on behalf of 
their clients. 

In 2016, I wrote to the former Premier highlighting this massive omission in the 
legislation. 

To date, nothing has changed and lobbyists continue to ply their trade throughout the 
local government sector, with no legislative requirement for registration and public 
declaration of their activities. 

It is way overdue for the activities of lobbyists to be regulated in the local government 
sector, as is legally required in the State and Federal Government sectors. 

This will ensure greater transparency in local government and go some way to 
eliminating some of the dodgy activities that have come to light in some other local 
government areas. 

 


