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Local Councils warn Premier 
BY OUR CIVIC ROUNDSMAN 

Local Mayors and Councils have blasted Premier Gladys Berejiklian’s vow to 
abolish local democracy in Sydney and warned it will be at her peril. 

Berejiklian announced the infamous Valentines‟s Day massacre of our councils 
Tuesday last week and confessed it would cause “angst” in the community. 

“It is not just me, it is not just our council and it includes people in our 
community who are Liberals in a Liberal heartland,” Hunters Hill Mayor 
Richard Quinn said of the community anger over the Berejiklian speech. 

“If the government chooses to fold us it will be at their peril.” 

                                           

                          Mayor Richard Quinn                     Premier Gladys Berejiklian 

Will Gladys Berijiklian 
follow Baird out of office?

Like neighbouring Hunters Hill, Ryde and Canada Bay, Lane Cove is held by a 
Liberal State MP and Mayor Deborah Hutchens described their leader‟s speech as 
bizarre. 

“The thing I really find bizarre is how Gladys Berejiklian can compare Sydney with 
Brisbane, which has one council because the sheer size of Sydney outweighs 
Brisbane and we have an entirely different history of local government and very 
different areas. 

“According to the State Government this is about money and development but 
obviously its not listening to us because people here say they don‟t want any more 
high rise development in Lane Cove.” 



Richard Quinn was asked if he felt Hunters Hill had been targeted because of its 
Heritage protection laws, its Development Control Plan and its Local Environment 
Plan. 

“Yes, this is a government the puppet of lobbyists and developers,” he said. 

“Our heritage is something that we value highly and our LEP can be dilluted 
significantly under a mega council and we will not have a voice to save it. 

“On the contrary, there is no legislation to require lobbyists to register at a local 
government level and they will have a free hand, under a mega council, to push a 
development. 

“It has set up a culture but our position hasn‟t changed, nothing has changed, we will 
keep fighting and our next step is to go to court.” 

In the City of Ryde, Mayor Bill Pickering said: “We‟re back to square one.” 

“A forced amalgamation will initially mean an Administrator will be put in charge of a 
merged entity and the community will lose their voice through their democratically 
elected representatives.” 

In the City of Canada Bay Mayor Helen McCaffery said a Micromex Research Poll 
found that 75 per cent of ratepayers support the Council‟s opposition to a forced 
merger with Strathfield and Burwood. 

“We want to reiterate that this Council‟s position has always been that we would 
prefer to remain a stand-alone Council and the City of Canada Bay should remain.” 

All four Mayors expressed regret that Premier Gladys Berejiklian had raised 
community hopes the mergers would be called off only to be let down. 

“It‟s an opportunity missed, big time,” Mayor Quinn said. “It is a let down but it shows 
what turmoil exists within the government. 

“We asked for the government to listen to the community and we even asked for a 
plebiscite but now we know the main agenda is push developments through as 
quickly as possible.” 

A Court of Appeal case taken by Strathfield Council is expected to be heard in early 
April. 

Strathfield Council recently won its argued case that a Boundary Commission 
Delegate‟s report into the forced merger of Strathfield, Canada Bay and Burwood 
Council was flawed and a new report is being prepared. 

Unsuccessful arguments by Strathfield Council have been appealed,  which delay 
the forced merger going ahead. 

Canada Bay Mayor Helen McCaffery questioned the fairness of Gladys Berejiklian‟s 
“Valentine‟s Day” announcement to forcibly merge all Sydney councils fighting in 
court. 



“Given the Premier‟s announcement and the Premier‟s comment that one size does 
not fit all, the question remains, why is there a distinction and lack of equity between 
regional and Sydney Councils?” Mayor McCaffery asked. 

“Why are financially stable councils like Canada Bay still faced with amalgamation 
while regional Councils are not? 

“Unfortunately, this decision means that we continue to operate with no clear future 
as we wait for the outcome of the Strathfield court case.”‟ 

Strathfield, Burwood and Canada Bay councils argue that they are distinct and 
independent entities with well defined existing boundaries and are financially sound 
and well managed. 

“This Council‟s position has always been that we would prefer to remain a stand-
alone Council,” the Mayor said. 

Canada Bay Labor councillor Tony Fassenella questioned the (confidential) advice 
given to Premier Berejiklian by Cabinet Ministers before her announcement. “She 
would have sought the advice of Cabinet first, absolutely,” he said. 

 

LANE COVE FIGHTS ON! 
Lane Cove Council voted to continue its legal action against the proposed 
forced amalgamation with Ryde and Hunters Hill on Monday night with the 
support of two Liberal councillors. 

 

Lane Cove Mayor Deborah Hutchens. 

The vote was five votes to four in favour of legal action after Liberal Scott Bennison 
had proposed the motion and was supported by veteran Liberal David Karpin and 
the Independents Pam Palmer, Karola Brent and Daniel Strassberg. 

Liberal Mayor Deborah Hutchens chickened out with Deputy Mayor Marc Gold voting 
against it alongside Liberals Soo Tee Chong and David Brooks-Horn. 

Councillors had earlier been given a confidential legal briefing. 



Councillor Palmer praised Councillor Bennison for introducing the motion. “Scott 
Bennison has been passionate about this and we commend him and Councillor 
Karpin for their courageous stand. 

“They, like the residents believe amalgamation will not be good for our residents. 

„‟As Independents we have been proud to support our residents and the new Premier 
has given us no reason to change our direction.” 


