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Woollahra Council’s decision last week to take its appeal against a forced 

merger to the High Court demonstrates the guts and determination of 

small communities to fight the Baird Government at the highest level, the 

Save Hunters Hill Municipality Coalition said yesterday. 
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Woollahra’s decision follows a Court of Appeal judgement on December 22 

which ruled against Woollahra Council’s claim of procedural unfairness and a 

lack of community consultation in its fight against a forced merger with 

Waverley and Randwick. 

Its High Court appeal has significant ramifications for Hunters Hill and Lane 

Cove which expect the outcome of their own Court of Appeal cases against a 

forced merger with Ryde to be brought down in March. 

“After consulting with our legal team, we believe there are good grounds for a 

High Court appeal,” Woollahra Mayor Toni Zeltzer said. 

“There are no discernible benefits for the Woollahra community under the 

proposed merger, only costs, so we are not prepared to give up the fight on 

behalf of our community.” 

Woollahra Council has spent around $850,000 challenging the Baird forced 

amalgamations but Mayor Zeltzer said the local community expects its council 

to fight, regardless of the cost. 

“We are extremely disappointed that we have to continue to spend public 

money on legal bills but we want to be absolutely sure we’ve done everything 

within our power to protect the Woollahra community against this merger,” she 

said. 



“We hope the Local Government Minister (Paul Toole) will refrain from 

making any proclamation regarding Woollahra before the matter can be 

considered by the High Court.” 

Woollahra Council had appealed a July decision by the Land and Environment 

Court to dismiss its claim and appeals by Hunters Hill and Lane Cove against 

the procedure used to justify their forced merger is expected to be heard in 

March. 

Save Hunters Hill Municipality Coalition spokesman Phil Jenkyn OAM said 

Woollahra’s decision sets a “strong precedent” for similar action by Hunters 

Hill and Lane Cove. 

“The Hunters Hill community strongly supports the Woollahra community in its 

battle to retain its independence,” Mr Jenkyn said. 

“Serious legal issues are raised by the arrogant and undemocratic actions of the 

Baird Government in its attempt to destroy successful local councils like 

Woollahra and Hunters Hill. 

“It certainly is a positive action because Woollahra would not go ahead unless it 

has good grounds for an appeal but most importantly it shows that Woollahra is 

not giving up until all grounds are exhausted.” 

Mr Jenkyn stressed that High Court action is not the only means of defeating the 

forced mergers. 

“People power will ultimately bring the Baird Government down if it doesn’t 

back off from forced mergers, as we recently saw in the government’s by-

election loss of the safe Seat of Orange,” he said. 

“That Baird is pressing on despite opposition from communities, the Labor 

Party, The Greens and all the other political parties is a recipe for war and we 

will win this war.” 

Lane Cove Council Mayor Deborah Hutchens told The Weekly Times that her 

council is fighting the forced merger in court because it is what the local 

community expects it to do. 

But Lane Cove’s Mayor concedes the fight to stop a forced merger with Ryde 

will ultimately be a long and hard battle. 

NSW Greens MP David Shoebridge welcomed Woollahra’s decision on Friday 

and stressed that Baird has no mandate to abolish and merge councils, which is 

against the will of more than 80 per cent of recently surveyed residents in 

Hunters Hill. 



“This is about the future of local governments and whether or not the State 

Government can really in a very cursory and scant way go through the motions 

or whether or not they genuinely have to engage before they have to merge 

councils,” he said. 
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 “That’s the kind of thing we have High Courts for.” 

A common experience in suburbs that have been forced to merge into mega 

councils is that the former protocols between local government and residents 

have gone. 

Hunters Hill Clr Meredith Sheil has repeatedly warned about the loss of heritage 

protection in forcibly merged Haberfield and The Weekly Times has reported 

on community protests in Epping where opportunistic boarding house 

applications have sprung up like mushrooms in the wake of Epping’s forced 

merger with Parramatta. 

Residents in the former Leichhardt Municipality – now under the Inner West 

mega council – report being woken by mega council waste removal operations 

at unseemly hours as well as a perceived increase in revenue raising operations 

by council rangers. 

Hunters Hill Mayor Richard Quinn has stressed that his council is fighting to 

preserve Hunters Hill’s existing services, staff and operations as well as the 

character and heritage protection laws and democracy of the historic 

municipality. 

Mr Jenkyn takes up the point. 

“Our Councils have built a relationship with our communities and when you 

abolish local councils you lose these close knit ties between local government 

and ratepayers,” Mr Jenkyn said. 

“Far from being a reform, forced mergers are a blank cheque for remote, 

unaccountable, arrogant big brother control.” 
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