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New Local Government Minister Gabrielle Upton was warned on Monday her 
government faces a devastating community and political backlash unless the 
forced council mergers are scrapped. 

                     

               Gabrielle Upton MP New NSW Minister for Local Government 

The Save Hunters Hill Municipality Coalition and the Save Our Councils 
Coalition met with Gabrielle Upton in Sydney for forty minutes on Monday 
afternoon and left her in no doubt about the strong feeling in Hunters Hill and 
Lane Cove against a forced merger with Ryde. 

“We said some pretty savage things,” Save Hunters Hill Municipality Coalition 
spokesman former barrister and Hunters Hill councillor Phil Jenkyn OAM said 
yesterday. 

“We told her our communities are angry, they are hurting and what we said in 
relation to scrapping the proposed forced merger between Hunters Hill, Lane Cove 
and Ryde was that it was a no brainer.” 

Hunters Hill Council is currently in court challenging the process, procedure and 
evidence used to justify the proposed forced merger after the councils were recently 
found to be “unfit” for the future. 



“Gabrielle Upton asked us if we were happy about the Fit For The Future process 
and we said it was a sham process, profoundly flawed and I told her it was the worst 
process by a government ever seen,” Mr Jenkyn said. 

“She listened to what we said and asked for more information.” 

The meeting followed Sunday’s rally in North Sydney to coincide with an upcoming 
by election in the Seat of North Shore triggered by the recent resignation of Health 
Minister Jillian Skinner. 

            

Rev Fred Nile Leader of the Christian Democratic Party was one of the speakers at a 
rally outside the office of former State Health Minister Jillian Skinner on Sunday. 

This rally saw senior politicians from the Labor Party, The Greens, The Christian 
Democrats and The Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party offer the Berejiklian 
Government a deal to quickly pass legislation scrapping the forced mergers, without 
political points scoring. 

“We mentioned this to Gabrielle Upton and she stressed that no decision on forced 
mergers has been made and told us she did not know when a decision would be 
made,” Mr Jenkyn said. 

“But she was courteous and prepared to listen.” 

Mr Jenkyn said he believed that pro-amalgamation supporters would also meet with 
Gabrielle Upton this week. 

The Hunters Hill based coalition spokesman has repeatedly asserted that the Liberal 
Party faces a huge political backlash if the forced mergers are pushed through. 

“The Liberals would be on a hiding to nothing, as we saw in the Orange by-election 
and in the City of Sydney Council election and many Liberal voters have deserted 
them already,” he claimed. 
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