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Kathryn Ridge is running as an independent candidate in the by-election for the state seat of 
Manly. Picture Annika Enderborg 

 Greens strike first in battle to claim Mike Baird’s vacant seat in Manly 

 Ron Delezio quits Liberal party to run as independent in Manly 

KATHRYN RIDGE, the latest entry to the April 8 Manly by-election, wants 

to see the area regain its independence from political parties. 

Ms Ridge, a Manly Vale mother of two with a strong legal and environmental 

background, said Manly was well served by former independents Peter Macdonald 

and David Barr, who between them held the seat for 16 years until Mike Baird won it 

for the Liberal Party in 2007. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/greens-strike-first-in-battle-to-claim-mike-bairds-vacant-seat-in-manly-byelection/news-story/14586ff493a41d7b72a05dce54026450
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/ron-delezio-quits-liberal-party-to-run-as-independent-for-mike-bairds-former-seat-in-manly/news-story/410bd9c713070cb54e07a34bd16830b2
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She said the benefit of having an independent MP was they were more responsive to 

the needs of their constituents, not the political party to which they belonged. 

“We are seeing growing discontent with political parties and self-serving politics 

throughout the world,” she said. 

“It is important that we do not let that push our community into policy and social 

extremes. 

“The very fact that we are even having this by-election so soon after the last state 

election, in the electorate of the person who was re-elected as the premier, indicates 

the extent to which the political parties are ignoring the needs and rights of the 

people they are meant to serve.” 

Ms Ridge is secretary of the North Head Sanctuary Foundation and chairs the Manly 

Hospital Community Advisory Committee. 

She is an environmental lawyer who has worked for several environmental 

organisations, such as being a former executive officer of the Nature Conservation 

Council, and has held positions on several federal and state boards, including the 

Environmental Defenders Office. 

Ms Ridge said transport, access to public health and education services, and 

protecting the environment were issues that mattered to residents of the area. 

“We have more and more people coming into the area,” she said. “We need to make 

sure we invest in more infrastructure or we’ll end up with real problems. 



Kathryn Ridge 

 

“I will be there for the people of Manly and getting back to basics as a local member, 

not for any particular political party.” 

Ms Ridge said she would work with whatever party was in government to ensure the 

best outcomes, and being an independent member would not hinder that aim. 
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