
NSW by-elections: Liberal Party 
pre-selection delays mean head 
start for other candidates 
 

ABC News 5 March 2017 

Jean Kennedy 

 

 

PHOTO: Clara Williams-Roldan (R) is the Greens' candidate for Manly, formerly held 
by Mike Baird. (ABC News: Jean Kennedy) 

RELATED STORY: Claims ALP candidate Liesl Tesch 'parachuted' into Central 
Coast seat 

RELATED STORY: Liberal party targeted in Manly over forced council mergers in 
NSW 

RELATED STORY: Gladys Berejiklian struggles with negative gearing headache 

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian has defended the Liberal 
Party's pre-selection process, despite conceding a head start 
to political rivals in two looming by-elections. 

Key points: 

 Liberal candidates for by-elections in Manly and North Shore have not been 
chosen 
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 In Manly, someone will be picked by March 13, and in North Shore, decision 
day is March 15 

 Other candidates are already on the campaign trail 

 

PHOTO: Mosman Councillor Carolyn Corrigan, second from right, shares a joke with 
supporters. (ABC News: Jean Kennedy) 

The seats of North Shore and Manly will up for grabs on April 8. 

Both of the Sydney electorates had been held by high-profile Liberal candidates on 
safe margins: former health minister Jillian Skinner won North Shore in 1994 and 
former premier Mike Baird had represented Manly since 2007. 

However, the seats also have long histories of being held by independents and the 
duo's retirement from politics has cracked the contests open. 

Today, the Greens unveiled Clara Williams-Roldan, 25, as their candidate for Manly 
while Mosman Councillor Carolyn Corrigan, who is standing as an independent, is 
also on the campaign trail. 

The Liberal Party will announce its candidate for Manly on March 13 and North 
Shore on March 15. 

The ABC understands both contests have been plagued by powerplays and disputes 
within the Liberal Party. 

The delays have not been helped by the NSW Liberal Party's complicated pre-
selection process, in which a special panel picks candidates. 

But Ms Berejiklian said she respected local party members' rights to choose their 
candidates. 

There will also be a by-election in the central coast electorate of Gosford on April 8. 
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"I think local residents in this community, and all communities, know our track record 
as a Government, they know my track record, and I'm looking forward to welcoming 

the candidates next week," she said. 

 

PHOTO: Gladys Berejiklian says the people of North Shore and Manly know her 
policies. (AAP: Dan Himbrechts) 

The ABC has confirmed Labor will not stand candidates in the Manly and North 
Shore by-elections. 

Liesl Tesch, the Labor candidate for Gosford, was not picked by rank-and-file pre-
selection. 
 
Speaking in Manly, federal Greens leader Richard Di Natale was keen to challenge 
the Premier in one of her key policy areas — housing affordability. 
 
"Young people are being screwed over," he said. 

"Here's an opportunity to elect somebody to represent young people across this 
state and to ensure they have a voice in the state parliament." 
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