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The new Liberal candidate for Manly James Griffin, centre, with retiring Manly MP 
Mike Baird and Premier Gladys Berejiklian. Picture: Virgina Young 

 
 

James Griffin’s preselection in Mike Baird’s old seat of Manly has sparked tensions 
between Liberal moderates and conservatives, with some in the conservative camp 
warning that mass defections could be the outcome. 

Last night Mr Griffin sought to dismiss speculation the result was a warning to Tony 
Abbott, whose preferred candidate to represent the Liberals, Walter Villatora, went 
down to Mr Griffin 71-37 on Monday night. 

A similar upset is possible in tonight’s North Shore vote, when Tim James, Jessica 
Keen, Anna McPhee, Felicity Wilson and Ted Wziontek vie for Liberal preselection. 

Manly and North Shore will go to by-elections on April 8, following the resignations of 
former premier Mr Baird and health minister Jillian Skinner. 

The Manly preselection had been seen as a battle between the party’s moderates 
and conservatives, with Mr Baird backing former deputy mayor Mr Griffin, a one-time 
NSW Young Businessperson of the Year, and Mr Abbott backing Mr Villatora. 

As late as Sunday night, Mr Abbott said he continued to support his candidate, but 
after the result said: “I congratulate James Griffin on winning the Manly preselection. 
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He will do a fine job and I look forward to working closely with him to deliver the new 
road tunnel, and to upgrade Brookie (Brookvale) Oval and the (children health 
centre) Royal Far West. I thank all the other candidates, especially Walter Villatora, 
for their commitment to the Liberal Party and thank the preselectors for making their 
best choice.” 

Mr Griffin said his first priority was getting elected, but then “I look forward to working 
side by side with Tony Abbott”. 

Former party fundraiser John Hart, the head of ex-treasurer Joe Hockey’s North 
Sydney Forum, secured 18 votes. 

Manly has a history of supporting independents. For 16 years before Mr Baird’s 
election in 2007, it was held by independents David Barr and Peter MacDonald. 
North Shore was held by independents Robyn Read and Ted Mack from 1981 to 
1991. 
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