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 Cash from developer funnelled through Hawkesbury Club 
 NSW minister took cash from developers: Read the full dossier 
 Premier accused of being ‘too soft’ on Williams 

NSW Multiculturalism Minister Ray Williams used parliament to push for the 

controversial multi-million dollar development of South Dural — a pet issue of 

developers who later donated to his electorate fund. 

The revelation comes as Premier Gladys Berejiklian yesterday launched an urgent 
investigation into the donor scandal, declaring “if the Electoral Commission 
determines there is a case to answer, then I will act”. 

“Let me be very clear, wrongdoing by anyone in my party will not be tolerated,” she 
said. 
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Ray Williams addresses Parliament yesterday over the allegations that he took 

property developers’ donations. 

The Daily Telegraph can reveal Mr Williams got up in parliament as an Opposition 
MP in June 2010 to support the controversial rezoning of land in South Dural from 
rural to residential. 

“The state government has made numerous announcements about the number of 
new blocks of land for housing that it is providing, but once again it is a case of all 
spin and certainly no substance,” he told parliament in June 2010. 

If successful, the rezoning would deliver an enormous profit to property developers. 

However, residents are concerned about extra traffic and increasing population. 
Recent proposals included plans by Mr Lyon’s property group Lyon Group Australia 
to develop the 240ha rural area into homes, townhouses and units for 9000 
residents. 

Developers who support the rezoning include Joe Saliba, Bruce Lyon and 
businessman John Cordina — all donors to Mr Williams’ Hawkesbury State 
Electorate Conference. 

Mr Saliba donated $1114, Mr Cordina donated $990 and Mr Lyon donated $134, 
after refusing an invitation to be part of Mr Williams’ Hawkesbury Club. 

Political donations from developers were banned in January 2010. The Daily 
Telegraph asked Mr Williams about the details of meetings he held with his donors 
about the rezoning of land in South Dural. 

 



 



Premier Gladys Berejiklian, pictured yesterday during question time, said the Liberal 

Party had informed her it was “not clear” whether the donors would be considered 

property developers under legislation. 

“I have only ever advocated on behalf of my electorate as a local MP to secure better 
infrastructure for my area including roads, public transport and schools,” he said. 

The Daily Telegraph is not suggesting the developers have engaged in any 
wrongdoing. 

Yesterday, The Daily Telegraph revealed a cache of documents showing Mr 
Williams had received thousands of dollars in donations from at least 10 property 
developers. The cheques from property developers were made out to the 
Hawkesbury SEC. 

Under fire from Labor, Ms Berejiklian yesterday told parliament the Liberal Party had 
informed her it was “not clear” whether the donors would be considered property 
developers under legislation. 

“The party is still looking carefully at the donors and donations,” she said. 

“The donations in question were made to the Liberal Party and were processed and 
recorded by the Liberal Party.” 

Yet the donors describe themselves as property developers on their own company 
websites. For example, on Bruce Lyon’s Lyon Group website it states: “Over the past 
half century Lyon Group Australia has successfully developed a range of commercial 
and residential estates.” 



 

And property developer Peter McNamee’s company website states: “Tyrone Luxury 
residences of Castle Hill, is headed by Peter and Helen McNamee who have been 
quietly achieving excellence in property development for over 20 years.” 

Transaction list 



The NSW Liberal Party admitted to The Daily Telegraph it had forfeited the $1000 
donation from Mr McNamee to the NSW Electoral Commission. 

Opposition Leader Luke Foley questioned why Mr Williams had not been stood 
down. 

“I’m astounded that the Premier hasn’t asked Mr Williams for his resignation, nor 
sacked him, by this time,” he said.” 

Local residents have protested against rezoning and redeveloping the quiet, semi 

rural suburb of South Dural. Picture: Jake McCallum 

In a statement issued by NSW Liberals state director Chris Stone, the party said the 
donations were disclosed to the Electoral Commission “in full ... regardless of their 
value”. 

“The donations in question were made to the Liberal Party and were processed and 
recorded by the Liberal Party,” it said. 

The statement went on to note that the party had “detailed checks and balances in 
place”. 

“As part of the Party’s compliance processes, donors are provided with detailed 
information regarding their obligations under NSW election funding laws, including 
warnings about prohibited donations,” it said. 

The party was yesterday afternoon still “continuing to carefully review its records in 
relation to this matter” and had written to the Electoral Commission to say it would 
fully assist if any inquiries are made. 



A public meeting over a controversial proposed South Dural development. NSW 

Minister and local MP Ray Williams spoke previously in parliament in favour of 

rezoning. 
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