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 Pressure on Gladys Berejiklian to build northern beaches tunnel 

 Three frontrunners emerge in preselection bid for Mike Baird’s seat 

 Greens strike first in Battle for Manly 

MANLY was one of the safest seats at the 2015 NSW Election but now the 

Liberal Party has been accused of running an expensive robo-poll to gauge 

how badly bungled Manly council decisions can impact on candidates. 

Many residents have reported being polled about their feelings towards controversial 

decisions made by the former Manly council. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/pressure-mounts-on-premier-gladys-berejiklian-to-fund-construction-of-northern-beaches-tunnel-now/news-story/87f323b28ff4a3599728cd4e3adabacb
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/fight-for-the-liberal-candidate-to-replace-mike-baird-in-manly-has-been-narrowed-down-to-three/news-story/93a28af3b3b449b6f1dfd83c6171789e
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/manly-daily/greens-strike-first-in-battle-to-claim-mike-bairds-vacant-seat-in-manly-byelection/news-story/14586ff493a41d7b72a05dce54026450


These include the doomed Manly Oval carpark plan and the Manly Andrew “Boy” 

Charlton Aquatic Centre redevelopment, the budget of which blew out from $15 

million to almost double. 

Generic shots of the indoor and outdoor of Manly Andrew 'Boy' Charlton Swim 

Centre. 

 

A Liberal source – who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of expulsion 

from the party – said there was concern they could lose former premier Mike Baird’s 

vacated seat in the upcoming by-election. 

“It is not every day you have the Premier and former premier show up at Manly 

willing to answer questions on anything for the Manly Daily,” the source said. 

“They are definitely worried about it. They wouldn’t be doing this if they weren’t. It 

shows they are not taking it for granted by any stretch in an era of politics where 

anything can happen.” 

It is understood poll participants were asked to rate their likelihood of voting for 

candidates including Liberal preselection hopefuls James Griffin and Walter Villatora. 

Also named were former Manly councillor Candy Bingham and former Warringah 

mayor Michael Regan. 

Believed to be among the questions asked was how participants felt about decisions 

made by a five-person Liberal bloc to build a carpark under Manly Oval. 

The plan was axed by Northern Beaches Council administrator Dick Persson, who 

cited its financial and contractual risks. 



Residents held mass rallys to protest the Manly Oval carpark plan. Picture: Adam 

Ward. 

 

Liberal candidate James Griffin who will contest the Liberal preselection for Manly. 

 

Ms Bingham said she had been contacted by numerous people about the poll, which 

was “definitely conducted by the Liberal Party”. 

“They should have major concerns about the Liberal brand,” she said. “I wasn’t 

surprised they were undertaking research to find out just how extensive the damage 

has been in relation to those projects.” 

Mr Regan said he was concerned his name was mentioned. “It speaks volumes 

about what’s wrong with major parties. This is the party machine at work. It has 

nothing to do with who the best person is to represent the community,” he said. 

One of the frontrunners, James Griffin was part of the Liberal Bloc to vote for the 

carpark and pool. He was contacted but unable to comment due to a party policy. 



 

Premier Gladys Berejiklian in Manly with former Premier Mike Baird. Picture: Annika 

Enderborg. 

 

A Liberal Party spokeswoman said it did not comment on polling. However, multiple 

Liberal sources indicated it was likely a poll run by them. 

“The party does polling, however, it only asks questions around the lead-up ... it 

didn’t say any potential candidates, because at that point no one had officially 

nominated,” a source said. “I doubt it suggested James Griffin’s name – that seems 

like mischief-making.” 
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