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 Jillian Skinner breaks silence 

 Berejiklian backs north shore council mergers 

THE Liberal Party has been accused of classic political pork barrelling ahead 

of the North Shore by-election by dangling the long-promised Mosman tunnel 

in front of voters. 

                   

                    Protestors gather to rally against council mergers 

With the by-election on a knife-edge amid resident fury over forced council mergers, 

Liberal Party heavy hitters have been spruiking the multibillion-dollar bypass that 

could be the answer to the region’s traffic woes. 

But cynicism is growing in the community about the revival of the plans. 

The Save Our Councils Coalition (SOCC) members say the tunnel is being used to 
distract voters from the heated issue of mergers. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/mosman-daily/jillian-skinner-breaks-silence-on-retirement-insisting-no-bad-blood-with-premier-gladys-berejiklian/news-story/e0e2345e856a9a527601daeee715b9b2
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/mosman-daily/nsw-premier-gladys-berejiklian-confirms-mosman-north-sydney-willoughby-councils-will-still-amalgamate/news-story/50ddb9121745b477f9b61032d963ffd7


                   

William and Jacquie Tuck are opposed to council mergers. Picture: Virginia Young 

 “There’s no doubt about it,” spokesman Will Tuck said. 

“They are petrified of losing the (North Shore) seat.” 

Mosman and North Sydney would be merged with Willoughby under state 
government plans — a move that has been staved off because of a continuing legal 
battle. 

            

                 



SOCC says the current focus on The Spit and Military roads tunnel is just spin for the 
North Shore by-election. 

Mr Tuck said there were few details available about the major construction project. 

“It’s all pie in the sky until they come out with full start and stop dates,” he said. 

Premier Gladys Berejiklian, her predecessor Mike Baird, federal MP Tony Abbott and 
retired North Shore MP Jillian Skinner have all spoken out about the tunnel plans 
over the past two weeks. 

Mrs Skinner revealed in her final newsletter that a tunnel was on the way “at long 
last”. 

       

         Commuters face gridlock on the Spit Bridge. Picture: Braden Fastier 

She claimed it would have three lanes each way and would link the Burnt Bridge 
Creek Deviation to the Warringah Fwy. 

“I believe in the coming months you will get a lot more detail,’’ she said. “I have seen 
the plans, they are better than my wildest expectations. It’s beautiful.” 

Mr Abbott took to Twitter on the weekend with a photo of himself on The Spit Bridge. 

“Looking forward to the Premier’s announcement for the go ahead on the tunnel 
under Mosman,” he said. 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/news/north-shore-byelection-heats-up-
as-mosman-tunnel-takes-centre-stage/news-
story/7a4325123f3d77d6059a94a382695672  
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