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The NSW Department of Planning will be able to step in if councils or other 

agencies sit on residential approvals for too long, under a new law aimed 

at relieving Sydney's chronic housing shortage. 

The NSW development approval system has been labelled the worst in the world 

by the Property Council of NSW. Sahlan Hayes 
 

Under the proposed changes the Planning Minister will also have the right to set 

up a planning panel on councils that are stalling on a project decision – a system 

already operating in South Australia. 

More development approvals will be processed by council staff or local 

planning panels rather than councils. 

If a government agency, such as the Heritage Council, sits on an approval too 

long, the planning department can either take over the process or lend resources 

and assistance. 

The department will be able to give advice, concurrence or general terms of 

approval on behalf of another agency when it has not done so within statutory 



time frames, or if the general terms of approval from two or more agencies are 

in conflict. 

The NSW development approval system has previously been labelled the worst 

in the world by the Property Council of NSW, and Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull last week said Sydney councils were taking three times as long to 

approve DAs as their counterparts in Brisbane. 

Housing affordability is tipped to be the most contentious political issue of 

2017, particularly in Sydney. Sydneysiders required 168 per cent of annual 

income for a 20 per cent deposit, up from 117 per cent in 2001 and higher than 

other states. 

 

Other proposed changes include standardising the format of councils' 

development control plans, to make them easier to understand and navigate, 

removing the 400 differing formats that exist in the state. 

Developers will also be given incentives, yet to be detailed, to resolve 

objections with neighbours and the community before lodging development 

approvals. 

This is expected to save time and money, compared with having community 

consultation at the end of the approval process. 

NSW Planning Minister Rob Stokes said the changes would impose discipline 

on agencies and councils. 

"These internal reforms save a lot of time and, in the big picture of housing 

supply, time is money," he said. "However, there is still more work to do and 

these planning reforms build on our impressive results over the past five years 

by making it easier to build new homes. 

"The NSW government is determined to do everything it can, including making 

the planning system more efficient, to ensure housing supply gets to home 

buyers fast." 

The changes, which are up for public consultation, will also extend the 

"complying development" streamlined assessment process, which covers most 

new one- or two-storey dwellings, to include greenfield developments and 

terrace housing. 

They will also widen the availability of internal review options for proponents 

aggrieved by council decisions, as a faster, low-cost alternative to court action. 

http://www.afr.com/real-estate/housing-affordability-shaping-up-as-key-issue-for-2017-20161218-gtduvu
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Details of the legislation were supplied to the Australian Financial Review on 

the condition no groups such as Greens and local councils would be approached 

for comment. 

  

NSW Urban Development Institute of Australia chief executive Steve Mann, in 

comments supplied by the NSW government, said the proposed reforms 

directly addressed some long-held frustrations with the planning system 

by industry, community and local government. 

"NSW needs a planning system that reflects the times in which we live, and 

these reforms will help bring the planning system into the 21st century," he said. 

"The introduction of community participation plans, a stronger link between 

the strategic planning of local government areas and how this aligns with 

Greater Metropolitan Sydney, while streamlining the concurrent approval 

process and clarity around voluntary planning agreements, will lead to increased 

efficiencies and planning outcomes that benefit our communities." 

Mr Mann said the changes – which will see "beefed up" provisions aimed at 

dealing with rogue behaviour such as preventing the misuse of modifications, 

ensuring developments meet the standards and boosting enforcement tools – 

were long overdue. "These reforms will make NSW a more liveable, affordable 

and connected place to live and ensure the growth of the next 20 years will be 

handled in a responsible fashion." 
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supply-20170107-gtnnn7#ixzz4VE9Ifh2I  

 

 

 

http://www.afr.com/real-estate/nsw-planning-changes-aim-to-increase-housing-supply-20170107-gtnnn7#ixzz4VE9Ifh2I
http://www.afr.com/real-estate/nsw-planning-changes-aim-to-increase-housing-supply-20170107-gtnnn7#ixzz4VE9Ifh2I

