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The state government is using taxpayer-funded telephone surveys to gauge 
residents' support for council mergers in parts of Sydney where the policy 
has become a political headache for the new premier.  
 
The telephone surveys, which were commissioned by the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, were conducted over the past week as the Berejiklian government 
considers whether to change its council merger policy. 

 

Premier Gladys Berejiklian's cabinet met for the second time on Thursday, but it is 
not known whether council mergers were discussed.  

Among the areas surveyed was Mosman, where dissatisfaction over a proposed 
merger with North Sydney and Willoughby councils is expected to hurt the 
government at the upcoming by-election for the seat of North Shore. The seat was 
vacated after the resignation of dumped minister Jillian Skinner last month. 

Kate Eccles, a Mosman resident, said she received a call on her mobile on Monday 
afternoon from researchers National Field Services, which were commissioned to 
conduct the surveys by the NSW government. 



 

 
Searching for a path forward on council amalgamations: NSW Premier Gladys 
Berejiklian and Police Minister Troy Grant. Photo: Janie Barrett 
 
Ms Eccles said, for her, council amalgamations were "the single most important 
issue in voting for the North Shore". 

"I'm not in favour of Mosman being amalgamated." 

Labor has accused the government of using the surveys to gauge the political 
temperature around the issue, amid ongoing legal challenges, more than a year after 
it decided to push ahead with the policy. 

"The government knows this an unpopular policy," shadow local government minister 
Peter Primrose said.  

"The way that they are going about this has nothing to do with local people and their 
communities. It has everything to do with the internal machinations and Macquarie 
Street politics of the Liberal and National parties."  

A spokesperson from the Department of Premier and Cabinet rejected 
political intentions were associated with the research.  

"This survey, and other surveys of this kind, provide periodic feedback on programs 
so we can understand and respond to the community's questions. 

"It does not assess whether a policy is politically worthy and does not include 
questions regarding voting intention – that is not the role of the Department and 
Premier and Cabinet." 

The department did not answer questions about the cost of the surveys, the areas 
surveyed, and over what time the surveys were conducted. It stated only that 
the research was part of the "overall budget of the reform program. 



The NSW government spent $358 million on council 
reform last financial year, according to the Office of 
Local Government's annual report. 
  
Ms Eccles said the survey ran for five to 10 minutes 
and canvassed her opinion on the merger of Mosman 
council, as well as her satisfaction with the function 
and effectiveness of the council and its elected 
representatives. 

She said she was asked to answer in accordance with 
the scale: strongly agree to strongly disagree, with 
options of neutral and somewhat agree or disagree. 

"My general response was 'strongly agree all the way' 
that the council was doing a good job." 

Peter Primrose.  

Another Mosman resident, Brian Ellis, who was surveyed on Sunday, said he was 
strongly opposed to the merger and any moves by the Berejiklian government to 
proceed with the policy would "very much affect my vote" in the North Shore by-
election. 

Also surveyed was Geoff Markwell, a retiree who lives in Strathfield and is opposed 
to the council's pending merger with Burwood and Canada Bay. 

"The survey was targeted towards Strathfield," he said, with specific questions on 
whether he supported the proposed merger. 

He was also questioned about his support for the state government and the federal 
government. 

Mr Markwell, a former member of the Liberal Party, said he expressed his 
disapproval for both Liberal governments. 

"And I'm a Liberal voter. Hate to think what the Labor voters would say," Mr Markwell 
said. 

"When you look at the way they're doing this [council mergers] it's disgusting." 

Nine months after the policy was announced, 11 merger proposals affecting 29 
councils are still pending, with a new round of legal challenges due to being in the 
NSW Supreme Court of Appeal this month. 

Woollahra Council, which is fighting a merger with Randwick and Waverley councils, 
is expected to have its legal challenge considered by the High Court this month. 
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