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My name is Alice Oppen, and I was awarded an OAM for services including heritage and the 
environment.  I am Past President of the Hunter’s Hill Trust and Past Secretary of the Save 
Hunter’s Hill Committee. 
 
Hunter’s Hill would not be the place it is today if it had not always been a small municipal 
area.   
 
We have fought to value the contribution that hundreds of historic stone cottages give to 
village community.  We have fought to value treescapes that survive because green space 
around buildings is protected.  We treasure public foreshores and the protection the rivers 
have given.  Living is not all about cashing in. 
 
When I came, in the mid 1960s, a secret plan was discovered proposing zoning changes 
which would have overwhelmed the nature and character of Hunter’s Hill.  These zones 
would have led home unit buildings to dominate neighbourhoods of historic homes, old 
growth trees, rock walls.   Concerted effort by dedicated community members at the next 
election: 

 elected a new set of Councillors to uphold the values of old stone buildings, green 
spaces, bushland, public foreshores and community involvement; 

 formed The Hunter’s Hill Trust and documented hundreds of historic items; 
 prepared draft town planning proposals for area conservation; 
 submitted research and professional analysis to propose better planning provisions;  
 In 1981, Hunter’s Hill was recognised as a Conservation Area by the Heritage 

Commission of Australia, The National Trust and the Heritage Council of N.S.W. 
 
Hunter’s Hill people have donated grounds for church and municipal gathering places.  My 
grown sons have come back to raise their children here.   In Hunter’s Hill there is much to 
care about and work for.  Let us not have the municipal asset-stripping of our parks and 
town hall that could result from lumping all into a large area where ease of development is 
the goal.  
 
In 1974 explanations of the value of small local government convinced the Government to 
lay aside the Barnett Report.   The Myth of Bigness” was published by the Hunter’s Hill 
Trust. 
 
Here we are again.  Pressure has been consistent from the NSW State Government for 
municipalities to increase the density of residential zones.   

 I do not think that any government in the southern hemisphere has prioritised 
recognition of the long term effects of ever-increasing population density, with 
worsening ratios of roof water catchment, paving, tree cover and air quality, 
electricity supply, sewerage and traffic overload.   

 No one dares to recognise that there is a point at which increases become an 
overload, particularly in social and health costs.   

 Forced amalgamation would sell an area like Hunter’s Hill into worsening situations, 
declining in amenity.  Forced amalgamations are not a solution; they are a 



postponement.  This Inquiry must articulate for the State Government the inevitable 
problems of shoving in density development to deal with continuing increases in 
population. 

 
I urge you to value Hunter’s Hill as we denizens do, as our home, our village, our 
greenspace and our choice.  Forced amalgamation would be an admission that the 
government does not have the confidence of the electorate.  FORCE?  Have they really not 
valued the cooperative structure that Hunter’s Hill, Lane Cove and Ryde Councils have 
developed?   Let our continuance be living history, undamaged by the infamy of force. 


