
Good evening, 

 

My name is Charlotte Berry, I am 22 years old and I have had the privilege of living in 

Hunters Hill over the past 20 years. I say „privilege‟ because I am incredibly lucky to have 

grown up in the nurturing community that is Hunters Hill. 

 

Hunters Hill is like a country town on the water where everyone knows everyone and you 

would feel comfortable knocking on any door if you found yourself in trouble. When you 

live in Hunters Hill you become part of a support network, which is why so many families 

have lived here for generations. 

 

I learnt how to read in the same classroom as my mum. I rehearsed ballet at Jenan School 

of Dance for 14 years. I played tennis every Wednesday at the club. I still walk down 

Woolwich Road every single day, a road you can't walk down without bumping into at 

least 3 or 4 family friends and their dogs. Luke at the news agency not only knows your 

name but what you want to buy before you get to the counter and the person pouring 

you a beer at the Pier is probably your best friend (when you're 22, anyway). 

 

I grew up thinking this kind of close knit community was normal. It wasn't until I went to 

school in another suburb that I realised I was part of an incredibly unique community. 

 

When I invited a few friends to Moocooboola, our annual fete, they were astounded at 

the innate sense of community. After just minutes of walking around they said to me: "Do 

you actually know everyone here?" 

 

This sums up the difference between Hunters Hill and other suburbs. We aren't just a 

group of people living in the same place, we are a family. 

 

As a long standing resident of Hunters Hill, my cohort and I are incredibly concerned with 

the repercussions of the threat of this amalgamation. Repercussions that our generation 

will have to deal with as local councils become less local and it becomes harder to foster 

community spirit as our council of 15 thousand is merged to form a 160 thousand mega 

council with one maybe two councillors of 13 representing our unique community. We 

have been taught throughout school how lucky we are to live in Australia, “the lucky 

country” with a democratic vote and 3 tiers of government enabling individuals to voice 

their concerns and to be heard. These voices that are now under huge and real threat of 

being silenced. How can 1 or 2 councillors adequately represent and preserve the Hunters 

Hill character I have just described? 

 

Hunters Hill is special and special things need to be protected. We need to remain an 



independent council to conserve the heritage and community spirit that this suburb has 

worked so hard to achieve. And the councillors who represent us have to have the same 

passion for the suburb as the people who call Hunters Hill home.  

 

The young people of Hunters Hill are a passionate and increasingly powerful group. 

Should these forced amalgamations continue to pose a threat to our neighbourhood, its 

heritage and community, we will use our combined vote to express our dissatisfaction 

with the state government. In future we will be looking for stronger representation from 

our local member, to ensure our next local member actually does have Hunters Hills best 

interest at heart. 

 

Charlotte Berry 

Hunters Hill 
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