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Helen Temple – Speakers Notes 

My name is Helen Temple. 

 

I grew up in Hunters Hill and returned with my husband so our children could experience this 

environment. 

 

My professional background is the conservation and management of historic buildings and 

places. I worked with the NSW Heritage Council for many years, was Deputy Director of the 

Historic Houses Trust of NSW and a Board member of the National Trust.  

 

I speak briefly about Hunters Hill’s community and the physical characteristics that set it 

apart from other places in NSW. 

 

Hunters Hill is SPECIAL 

 

It was settled from the 1840s by French and Italian immigrants and was one of the first and 

now oldest intact Municipalities in Australia proclaimed 156 years ago! 

 

AS A PLACE IT IS SPECIAL 

 

Its significance and charm come from a few characteristics: 

 

First, the concentration of sandstone buildings - some large and imposing, others modest 

cottages of farmers and craftsmen interspersed with federation bungalows and set on stone 

walled streets and narrow lanes. 

 

Next, views of the water at the bottom of steep streets and through the spaces between 

houses, and the rocky outcrops at water’s edge of the skinny finger-like peninsular and last, 

the green garden and bushland setting which is a dominant characteristic. 

 

AS A COMMUNITY IT IS SPECIAL 

 

Its fabric is made up of social institutions that have existed for generations: 

 

Hunters Hill Sailing Club has trained Olympic sailors, boat designers and international 

yachtsmen and women for more than 65 years; 

 

Hunters Hill Rugby Club has fostered high profile Australian footballers including Wallabies; 

 

We have a strong Ballet school, our own amateur theatre company, an acclaimed annual 

Hunters Hill Art Show and strong aged care services to name a few. 

 



Here is a close knit relationship between residents across generations - a substantial group of 

citizens which is fiercely protective of this place and its character. 

 

The Hunters Hill Trust was formed in the 1960s by a concerned group of local professionals 

with a Christmas Eve meeting in the Town Hall to a crowd with standing room only. 

 

A group of Hunters Hill women in the 1970s forged an alliance with the BLF resulting in the 

FIRST ever GREEN BAN to protect Kelly’s Bush. 

 

Our Vigilance continues! 

 

BUT THESE THINGS THAT MAKE HUNTERS HILL SPECIAL ARE FRAGILE 

 

Hunters Hill’s heritage and character has statewide significance. 

 

Its buildings in their setting need careful management both by Council and property owners. 

 

To maintain these special qualities, development approvals need to consider both the specific 

properties and their settings. 

 

Consequently, Development Applications need to be reviewed by Council staff and elected 

councillors who: 

 

KNOW actual sites and places rather than just considering plans on paper. 

 

REPRESENT the Hunters Hill community across our Wards. 

 

RESPECT AND REPRESENT OUR HERITAGE VALUES. 

 

UNDERSTAND AND ARE COMMITTED TO UPHOLD THE EXISTING 

CONSERVATION AND HERITAGE CONTROLS OF HUNTERS HILL THROUGH 

EXISTING LOCAL ENVIRONMENT PLANS AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

PLANS. 

 

In summary, I oppose the proposed amalgamation of Hunters Hill with Ryde and Lane 

Cove. 

 

I believe that: 

 

TO CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE AND COMMUNITY OF 

HUNTERS HILL WE NEED TO BE REPRESENTED BY THE CURRENT NUMBER OF 

DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED COUNCILLORS FROM OUR MUNICIPALITY, WITH 

OUR OWN DEDICATED STAFF.    

 

Helen Temple 

Hunters Hill 


