
Good evening Dr Lang. 

I am Jim Sanderson from Hunter’s Hill. 

Like the vast majority of people in the areas it is proposed should 

amalgamate, I oppose this Merger Proposal. 

I grew up in Hunters Hill. I went to local schools. I played for the Hunters 

Hill Rugby Club. I sailed at this Club when it was located at Onions Point. 

My family worked hard for these sporting bodies. 

In 1971, when the clubhouse in which we meet tonight was being built, at 

about the time I completed my Higher School Certificate, I came down 

here one weekend with a mattock and shovel and dug the trenches for 

the drainage at the western side of this building. 

This was the community we had then. 

This clubhouse in which we meet tonight would not exist if were not for 

the support of the Hunter’s Hill Council of that time and the community 

of that time. 

Times have changed but the Hunter’s Hill community remains passionate 

about its heritage, its culture and the environment in which we live. 

Hunter’s Hill Council continues to support local cultural, sporting and 

other activities at the same time as balancing competing demands. 

We have a very effective local democracy where many avail themselves 

of the opportunity to speak at Council Meetings, knowing that Our 

Councillors will listen. 

There is something very special about the Municipality of Hunter’s Hill. 

My mother was born in a cottage in Woolwich a few streets away from 

here. My father’s family moved to Hunters Hill in the early 1920s. 

I left my parent’s home and the Municipality in my twenties. I was not 

away for long. As soon as I could afford to move back, I returned. 

Those who do not understand Hunter’s Hill might think that I am just 

reminiscing but the point I am trying to make is that a large number in 

this community have this kind of ‘geographic cohesion’ with Hunter’s Hill: 



Families where most of the sons and daughters have made Hunter’s Hill 

the home for their families; Retirees who remain active in local affairs and 

very understandably refuse to move out of the area; and those like me 

who grew up in the area and returned as soon as possible. 

I can think of no other Local Government Area that demonstrates such 

strong ‘community of interest and geographic cohesion’. 

At the last Council Elections in 2012, those enrolled to vote in 

Municipality of Hunter’s Hill were only 9.4% of the electors in the area 

proposed to become the new entity. The extent of high density 

residential development in both Ryde and Lane Cove, suggests the 

Hunter’s Hill vote in the proposed new entity will only be about 9% and 

can only fall from there. 

If the proposed merger proceeds, the Municipality of Hunter’s Hill is likely 

to become a minority part of one Ward. The ‘desirable and appropriate 

relationship’ that presently exists ‘between elected representatives and 

ratepayers and residents’ will be lost – I note that I am quoting from 

section 363 of the Act. 

I have only touched on a couple of section 363 subsection (3) 

considerations, including: ‘community of interest / geographic 

cohesion’; and ‘representation’. The adverse impact of the proposal on 

the people of the Municipality of Hunter’s Hill when considering these 

factors is unacceptable. 

My written submission will address all the factors in greater detail than is 

possible here. 

On the facts, or lack of them in the Government’s case, I do not believe it 

is open for this Inquiry to recommend that the Proposal be 

implemented. 

I was expecting the bell to ring at about this time. 

Could I just finish by saying I endorse all that was said earlier by Our 

Mayor Richard Quinn. 


