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"My name is Phillip Hart. I have had the pleasure of being a Councillor on Hunters Hill 

Council and am the President of the local branch of the Australian Labor Party. 

 

Dr Lang, I do understand from the Local Government Act, you are required to have regard of 

many factors about the merger proposal.  They include the issues of historical values, the 

attitude of residents and ratepayers and the desirable and appropriate relationship between 

elected representatives and ratepayers and residents at the local level. 

 

I wish to speak to the merger at two levels; the state-wide process for the amalgamations and 

the impact at the local level of Hunters Hill. At the high level, the State Government has not 

pursued an open, transparent and democratic process to arrive at this amalgamation proposal. 

Prior to the last State election, the Liberal Party and their candidates were asked on many 

occasions about their position on forced amalgamations. They avoided making their position 

clear. Now they are bent on trying to force these amalgamations through prior to the next 

State election. Indeed, Administrators may be in place very soon with the aim of defusing any 

protest ahead of the next, closer Federal election. I have been saddened to hear some people 

say “The amalgamation is inevitable. Get out of the way.” I say that “people power” can still 

stop this abuse of democracy. The current government should seek a mandate at the next 

State election. They should find out what the voters really want. 

 

On the financial issues, we residents just don’t have the information to comment. The Baird 

Government justifies the amalgamations on economic savings arising from economies of 

scale but has not been prepared to release the KPMG Report which claims to have identified 

these substantial savings. Recent press articles now show that the author of Council reform, 

Graham Sansom and even the NSW Treasury Corporation do not agree with the 

Government’s proposal. 

 

At the local level, I am aware from my time on Council that for many years the State 

Government of both persuasions has been shifting costs to Councils but limiting revenue 

increases by rate pegging. Through regional organisations, Councils have achieved cost and 

scale efficiencies without sacrificing their frontline connection to communities.  

 

Undoubtedly, the driving force for amalgamations is to speed the approval of development 

projects, the rationale being that larger Councils will be more professional and efficient in 

handling approvals. There is little evidence to support this proposition but even if it were 

true, the power of the larger Councils to consider development will be greatly reduced by 

these powers being given to the Greater Sydney Commission. 

 

I enjoyed my time on Council and I enjoyed the connection with the community. I can say 



that this local community takes an active interest in the governing and character of this area. 

Some may think that Hunters Hill is fairly homogeneous but I can say that this area is made 

up of a diverse range of people economically, politically, where they come from and how 

they want the area to develop.   

 

The proposed amalgamation with Ryde and Lane Cove will see Hunters Hill representation 

on the amalgamated Council reduced to one in a Council of 13. It will be impossible for one 

voice to represent this area and carry any significant weight in the larger proposed Council. 

Dr Lang, I don’t know which area you identify with. I have nothing against Ryde and Lane 

Cove but I don’t identify with them. Like the people of this area for more than the last 150 

years, I identify with the Hunters Hill area. 

 

At a time when there is great concern about reduced engagement in community, the proposed 

amalgamations will reduce the local connections. It is local government rather than Federal or 

State Governments which is instrumental in establishing a sense of community and providing 

a means where individuals can get involved in their community. I believe many local groups 

will fade away. 

 

There is no evidence that these amalgamations will improve performance, “bigger is not 

necessarily better” and despite assurances that the process would be evidence based, the 

proposed boundaries would appear to be mainly aimed at gaining a political advantage for the 

Baird Government. 

 

As instructed, I direct my comments to you, Dr Lang but my message is really for the people 

and press in this room. Hunters Hill ALP will join with our local community to fight these 

forced amalgamations in 2016." 


