
Richard White  

Woolwich 

2 Feb 2016 

 

It is a sad day that I have to be here to speak in defence of our basic democracy in 

Australia. 

The proposed amalgamation of Councils is clearly a cynical political move aimed at 

silencing resident’s voices in saying how they want to live in their community. 

When I have spoken to residents about my view, many felt that I was drawing a long 

spring to my bow. 

In response, I ask that they consider the following: 

 Do they feel that their democratic rights, community interests and amenities 

will be better served in council by 7 independent councillors including  a 

popularly elected Mayor or: 

 In the proposed amalgamated Council by possibly only 1 councillor who, 

more than likely, will be a politically endorsed apparatchik. 

The proposed amalgamation requires a breathtaking amount of naivety to believe 

that the benefits of such will in any way shape or form have any positive impact on 

the quality or frequency of services currently offered.  

Most of the proposed benefits are no more than wishful thinking without any clear 

measurable benchmarks or milestones against which the amalgamation can be 

evaluated. 

Residents who think that they are going to get cheaper rates, better footpaths or 

quicker building applications will be sadly disappointed and are in line for a reality 

check if the amalgamation goes ahead. To paraphrase a well known Australian film 

"tell them their dreaming" 

Nowhere in the published information is it clearly stated what devastating effects the 

amalgamation will have on community cohesion, participation and amenities. 

Hunters Hill/Woolwich has a long history of community involvement in social and 

environmental activities supported by the Council including: 

 The defence lands at Woolwich which was a six year battle to preserve the 

dock and parklands in public hands. This was successfully achieved by  

strong community commitment and substantial HH Council support 

 Kelly's Bush- Australia's first green ban. 



 Restoration of the HH WWI Trophy Gun - one of only 3 remaining trophy guns 

from an initial 24 allocated to Sydney - was a great community-supported 

Council initiative.  An amalgamated Council would not have restored the Gun 

as it only has  significance to HH 

 Australia day presentations 

 ANZAC day memorial service at HH /Town Hall Cenotaph  

 Moocooboola Festival 

 HH/Le Vesinet French student exchange 

 HH Food and Wine Festival 

 HH Art Show 

 HH Quilt Show 

 HH Street Feast 

These and many other community activities supported by HH Council which will be 

at great risk of disappearing when the central focus of council moves to Ryde. 

Is the current council perfect? No it isn't. But it has provided services and support to 

the community for over 155 years and currently meets 4 out of the 5 criteria set out 

in the amalgamation process as detailed in the IPART Assessment of Council Fit for 

the Future Proposals--- only missing out on the ridiculous scale and capacity criteria.  

Further The Legislative Council Inquiry into Local Government in New South Wales -

published Oct 2015 - made a number of recommendations including 

Recommendation 17 That the NSW Government work with local 

government on a statutory model for Joint Organisations based on the 

Hunters Hill, Ryde and Lane Cove Council model as a cooperative and 

consensus model for local council reform in Metropolitan Sydney. 

Such model would enable HH to retain its identity and continually improve its 

efficiency, cost effective delivery of services and support of the community whilst 

satisfactorily achieving 4 of the 5 IPART criteria. 

Other speakers, more eloquent than I, have or will provide detailed statistics and 

supportive evidence of the negative aspects of the flawed amalgamation process 

and there are many.  

From a community perspective the amalgamation proposal is an ill-conceived and 

poorly thought out political decision which will destroy the very fabric of communities 

and erode our basic democratic values. 

The amalgamation of Hunters Hill Council should be scrapped. 

 

 


